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a	  series	  of	  innova(ons	  that	  make	  modern	  
logis(cs	  possible	  

1980s	   1990s	  1970s	  

the	  container	  
(1955-‐1970)	  

FedEx	  
(1973)	  

the	  barcode	  
(1948-‐1974)	  

EDI	  
(1980-‐1985)	  

IBM	  PC	  
(1981)	   RFID	  

(1973-‐1990s)	  

Internet	  	  
protocol	  
(1974)	  

JIT	  
(1948-‐1975)	  

WalMart	  +	  P&G	  
collabora(on	  

(1988)	  

yield	  mgmt	  
(1985)	  

cellphones	  
(1973-‐1991)	  

i2	  
(1988)	  

MRP	  
(1960-‐1980)	  

Dell	  
(1985	  -‐	  1996)	  

amazon.com	  
(1994)	  
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Netscape	  
(1994)	  
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	  clean	  energy	  

smartphones	  
&	  sensors	  

the	  sharing	  economy	  

megaci(es	  

big	  data	  

radical	  transparency	  

the	  future	  of	  logisRcs:	  key	  trends	  
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smartphones	  &	  sensors	  
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megaci(es	  
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the	  sharing	  economy	  
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radical	  transparency	  
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Number	  of	  tweets	  per	  day:	  
•  2009	  	  è 2	  Million	  
•  2010	  	  è 65	  Million	  
•  2011	  	  è 200	  Million	  

	  
	  or	  
	  

a	  billion	  tweets	  every	  five	  days	  
	  
or	  
	  

one	  tweet	  per	  person	  in	  the	  	  
planet	  every	  1.5	  months	  
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big	  data	  
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Source:	  BBC	  
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	  clean	  energy	  

smartphones	  
&	  sensors	  

the	  sharing	  economy	  

megaci(es	  

big	  data	  

radical	  transparency	  

the	  future	  of	  logisRcs:	  key	  trends	  

about	  that	  flying	  truck	  …	  
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Thanks!	  
	  

Q&A	  

Edgar	  E	  Blanco	  
eblanco@mit.edu	  
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